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Request for Proposals
Capital Grants To Address Food Insecurity 
For Network U.S. Member Agencies

Application Process - Please read this entire letter prior to submitting your application. If you have any questions, contact Linda Blumberg, Senior Vice President, Development at lblumberg@networkjhsa.org
Agencies interested in applying should submit the application by close of business on November 18, 2026.  Please submit:
· Your application using this link: Request for Proposals: Capital Grants To Address Food Insecurity
(Click here to access a PDF of the application: [image: ]Request for Proposals Capital Grants To Address Food Insecurity.pdf​ ) 

· Your completed project budget template (download and save the template via this link: [image: ]Food Insecurity Capital Needs Application Budget Template.xlsx​ ), two most recent audits and 990s by email to Linda Blumberg at lblumberg@networkjhsa.org
You will receive a confirmation of your submission. Grants will be announced by December 31, 2026.
Introduction
The Network of Jewish Human Service Agencies (The Network), with generous funding support from The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, announces an opportunity for Network U.S. member agencies in good standing to apply for funding to support capital improvements for capacity building for food pantries and food programs to address the needs of those struggling with issues of food insecurity. Grants are available to strengthen and expand food pantry programs through investments in critical equipment, technology, and infrastructure upgrades.
Target populations may include, but are not limited to, individuals and families in the Jewish and broader communities who, as a result of government actions, policies, and legislation have experienced reductions in or lost access to SNAP and Medicaid or other benefits, to resettlement program services, or Temporary Protected Status (TPS), and/or have been furloughed or laid off. These groups encompass a range of vulnerable populations including older adults, Russian speaking elderly, Holocaust Survivors, single parents with school age children, persons with disabilities, the unemployed, refugees or asylum seekers, domestic violence survivors and others facing economic or social hardship. 

Funding is available through a challenge grant to support capital need improvements to increase agencies’ capacity to better address food insecurity experienced by Jewish and broader communities resulting from government actions, as well as other urgent community needs. Agencies are required to provide 70% of the project funding in order to be eligible to receive the remaining 30% match. 

TEN: Together Ending Need will offer office hours and introductions, where it has them, to local funders for applicants seeking match support. Please indicate in your application if you’re interested in an introduction. 

Grant requests may range from a minimum of $10,000 to a maximum of $150,000.
  Funding requests may address the following needs:
a. Food Service Equipment and Infrastructure: Purchase or installation of equipment
to expand food storage, preparation, distribution, or service capacity, such as freezers,
refrigerators, shelving, loading and unloading equipment, food preparation or
packaging equipment, and other related capital purchases.
b. Database and Tracking Systems: Development or purchase of electronic or other systems to support food service operations, including systems for tracking client participation, food inventory, distribution, deliveries, or other program data.
c. Fresh Food Production Resources: Capital investments that support the production
or availability of fresh foods, such as establishing or expanding gardens that provide
fresh fruits, vegetables, or other food products.
d. Mobile Food Pantry Infrastructure: Purchase of vehicles, equipment, ramps, or other capital needs that establish or expand mobile food pantry services and increase access to food.
e. Home-Delivered Meal Program Infrastructure: Capital investments that increase 
capacity to prepare, package, store, track, or deliver home-delivered meals, including
food service equipment, packaging equipment, delivery vehicles, and tracking systems.
f. Pre-Development Costs: Eligible pre-development expenses associated with
planning or preparing for a capital project.
g. Other Capital Improvements: Other capital investments that demonstrably increase
the capacity, efficiency, geographic reach, or scope of food services and/or increase
the number of clients served.
Review Criteria
The following factors will be given additional weight in the review of applications:
· Demonstrate how the project will enable growth in the number of individuals provided with food.
· Demonstrate that the project serves vulnerable populations including but not limited to low income, underserved, rural, etc.
· Demonstrate how the project will improve operations that result in increased agency capacity and efficiency and/or improved client experience. Innovative and new approaches are encouraged.
· Demonstrate a clear and feasible plan for securing the remaining 70% of the project.
· Demonstrate active agency participation in local coalitions or networks working collaboratively to address food insecurity.
NTEN Cohort Participation

Agencies participating in the NTEN NTR cohort need to confer with Network staff if they want to apply for an NTEN NTR capital needs project that is related to or overlaps with the project proposed in this RFP . The combined grants requests cannot equal more than 30% of the total capital project cost.

Project Budgets

No staffing or in-kind support will count towards budget costs for capital purchases. 
Awardees must have 10% of their project budget funds already committed to the project for grant consideration. Proof of commitment can include cash in hand, written pledge, written approval of use of agency funds, etc. 

Timeline

Agencies will have 36 months from the date of grant approval to expend the awarded funds. 
Progress Reports
· Funded projects will be required to submit progress reports at six-months and annually until completion of the project. Upon completion, a final project report will be required. Reporting templates will be provided.
· Progress and final reports will include project status and relevant photos, a summary of activities related to the capital project during the reporting period, an assessment of progress including successes and challenges, and upon completion, documentation demonstrating that the project has been completed.  
· Financial reporting  will include the agency’s annual Form 990 and audited financial  statements, project expenditures to date, any budget changes, sources of funding support and other information as determined by The Network and The Weinberg Foundation. 
· A one year post-operations narrative on the project’s impact and next steps.
· As a condition of receiving funding, participating organizations are required to complete any surveys or evaluation activities developed as part of the initiative to help assess overall impact. 
· Proof of match documentation.  

Grant Payments

Grant payments will be made to agencies following review and approval of all required submissions. Fifty percent of the grant award will be sent upon approval of the grant. The remainder of the funding will be scheduled together with the agency according to the project’s timeline, proof of match funds, and approval of required reporting. Grant funds are to be used within 36 months of the grant’s approval.
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